The mother refused to give her consent to the operation being performed, and left the hospital to consult her husband on the subject. On her return to the hospital she found that the operation had been performed, and the child died shortly afterwards.
whether a hospital doctor has a right to perform an operation on a child without the consent of the parents, was raised.
The mother stated that on Wednesday, the 19th inst., the child had a fit of coughing, so she took it to Mr. Brooks, a chemist, of King David Lane, and he advised her to take the child to the Shadwell Children's Hospital. On arrival at the hospital the child was given a warm bath, but as that did not have a beneficial effect the doctor told the mother that an operation to the throat was necessary in order to save life.
The mother refused to give her consent to the operation being performed, and left the hospital to consult her husband on the subject. On her return to the hospital she found that the operation had been performed, and the child died shortly afterwards.
The mother was very indignant, and stated that the doctor had no right to perform the operation without her consent, adding that if her child had to die she would rather it had died at home than be "murdered" at the hospital.
Mr themselves-
